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INTRODUCTION 


The history, of Cartomancy, or card—reading, dates back to a time so re- 
mote and obscure that it has no authentic beginning. So far as can be 
learned, all of the earlier forms of cards were used solely for such pur- 
pose, or for instruction. 


They were introduced into European countries by wandering tribes of 
Gypsies, who are supposed to be lineal descendants of Egyptian races, 
and who were, and still are, noted as card readers. The cards originally 
used by them were what is known as Tarot Cards, having but little re- 
semblance to the modern playing cards. 


In India, Persia, China and other Oriental countries, traces are found of 
cards which at a very early date were used for divination and instruc- 
tion’. 

From the Tarot Cards, however, have been derived the modern playing 
cards. The number of cards in the pack have been reduced, and the sym- 
bols and methods of use have also been materially changed. 


The Tarot Cards were primarily adapted and used for cartomancy, and 
only incidentally for games; whereas the modern cards are adapted and 
used mainly for games, and only incidentally for cartomancy; the use for 
instruction having wholly disappeared. 


J.C. Hotten in History of Playing Cards says: 


"To ourselves, cards serve as a mere pastime; but their Asiatic inventors 
had a far different object in view, aiming rather at a means of instruction 
and consolation than of amusement and recreation." 


Cartomancy is still largely practiced, usually for amusement only, but 
very often there will be startling surprises due to accuracy of results. By 
what law this is accomplished, no one in our day has yet discovered. In 
departing from the earlier symbols and methods of the Orientals, who 
can say how much of knowledge and of ability to produce results has 
been lost to us? Obviously, enough remains to excite curiosity, and to 
make it appear worth while to investigate further. May not these an- 
cients who treated the matter more seriously, have been in possession 
of knowledge concerning laws governing the apparently accidental com- 


1 See Facts and Speculations on the Origin and History of Playing Cards— 
W. A. Chatto, London, 1843; also History of Playing Cards, etc. J. C. 
Hotten, London, 1865. 
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binations of symbols, and of methods of manipulation and reading that 
we know not of and superior to our own? 


In the PAHLAVI system is provided devices and methods broader and 
more comprehensive than those in common use. In this system the 
cards have great diversity of meaning and embrace nearly every phase 
of life from the highest to the lowest, so that the reader will with prac- 
tice be able to give a reading with as great accuracy and detail as is now 
possible in cartomancy. When more than one meaning is given the 
reader is free to choose that which is best adapted to the other features 
of the reading. 


We have given a sample reading, which if carefully studied will enable 
anyone to understand the method’. While absolute correctness in all re- 
spects may not be attained, with a little practice one may make such 
readings (which are now quite popular) very interesting and entertain- 
ing, and their accuracy will very often be quite surprising, as well. As a 
rule one can do better for a comparative stranger rather than for an ac- 
quaintance of whose affairs the reader has knowledge. 


Before attempting to learn to give readings, lay out the cards in the or- 
der given in the additional document and read them carefully according 
to the sample reading on page 53, as an illustration; also refer to the 
meanings of these cards as given from page 17 to 53. 


2 Refer to the provided document. 
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READING 


Representative Cards 





Inquirer — Represents the Inquirer, or a male com- 
panion of the Inquirer. The reader will first note 
the cards surrounding the card which represents 
the Inquirer (Apollo, if a male; and Diana, if a fe- 
male.) It the cards are of high power, or strong 
cards, the life will be strongly marked in whatever 
respect indicated by the color, quality and mean- APOLLO 
ing of such cards; and if of lower power, the life 
will be more commonplace. Next read the cards in- 
dicating the Past, and then the row in which the card representing 
the Inquirer is located, reading from right to left and including the 
card directly above the Inquirer as a part of the row. 














Companion — Represents the Inquirer, or a female 
companion of the Inquirer. In like manner read the 
row in which the card representing the companion 
is found (Apollo or Diana, as the case may be.) If 
both the Companion and the Inquirer are found in 
the same row it denotes a close relation and joint 
interest in every matter indicated by the cards of 
the row. and they read to both alike, except the 
card above each, which relates more particularly 
to that one alone. If Apollo or Diana is found in the top row it indi- 
cates a person of independence of character or circumstances, or 
both. 


Home — Represents the Home of the Inquirer. The 
row in which the Home is found is read together 
with the card above the Home. If the Home is in 
the row with either Apollo or Diana the card di- 
rectly above the Home is the only one that is read 
as relating directly to the Home. 
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Ruler and Qualifier 


Each card has several meanings, depending on its location relative to the 
other cards. 


The cards of fixed quality (the Yellow, Blue and Red Spheres, the Ten of 
Yellow and the Eight, Nine and Ten of Black) are not changed in meaning 
by the cards above them. All others may be more or less changed 
thereby. 


In reading a given card, the next card above it is called the Ruler and 
acts according to its color to change or modify the meaning of the card 
being read, and may in turn be modified by the next card above. This 
second card above is called a Qualifier, and imparts its quality of Good, 
Neutral, or Evil to the Ruler, and thus may overcome or change the ef- 
fect of a Ruler of a different quality’*. 


If the Qualifier is a card of fixed quality, and of the same quality as the 
Ruler, it will add strength to the Ruler; but if the Qualifier is a Neutral or 
Evil card, the Ruler becomes Neutral or Evil, and thus loses more or less 
of the force due to its color or meaning. 


Of course the upper row of the spread has neither Rulers nor Quali- 
fiers, and the cards in this row are read as if ruled and qualified by their 
own color and quality. The cards of the second row have Rulers which 
act on the cards below according to the color and without change of 
quality. By carefully studying the example, this will be fully understood. 
Anyone can read for himself, or herself, as well as for others. 


3 Refer to the provided document. 
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Blue Cards 


Sphere of Blue Sphere of Man 


Fixed Good 





Fixed and Good — This card cannot be qualified. 


Above — When in line over the Inquirer or Companion, shows gain to 
come through knowledge, or the influence of wise friends—to the 
scholar or scientific person it shows great results from their labors in 
due time. To all it means more or less of fame. 


Next Over — This card, when next above the Inquirer, or Companion, 
denotes that at some time in their lives they will be workers before 
the public—or some incident in their lives will bring them into pub- 
lic notice. 


In Row — If it is in the row of the Inquirer or Companion it shows suc- 
cess that will bring your name before the public—you will receive 
compliments from friends or employers—esteem from others. 


Next Below — If it should fall next underneath, it would indicate that 
honors or rewards would come late in life. 


As a Ruler — As a ruling card it shows a very strong, good influence, 
overcoming evil cards—when near the Inquirer or Companion, even 
if not in the row, shows them to be persons who will take an interest 
in public affairs, often in polities or religion. 


Temple of Blue Temple of Science 


A) + 


Good 





Blue on All Sides — If this card should have Blue on all four sides, it 
would denote a school or college, or a place where laws were en- 
acted. 

Good and Yellow — When Yellow rules, it denotes a lady of sunny dis- 
position—one who would make a good helpmate, loving, charitable 
and kind. 


Good and Blue — When ruled by Blue, it denotes a lady usually light, of 
strong mind, good, but often critical. 


Good and Red — When ruled by Red, a lady who is a great worker— 
sometimes a money maker—shrewd and calculating, but honest. 
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Red Cards 


Sphere of Red Sphere of Power 


> 


Fixed Good 





Fixed Good — Cannot be qualified, and qualifies on all four sides. 

Over — This is a strong card when over the Inquirer or Companion, 
showing they should occupy a fine position in the world of wealth 
and power—if not at present then in the future. 

Side — When near the right or left, it denotes that you will have the as- 
sistance of others to help you—sometimes inherited money. 

Under — When it is underneath, it indicates that wealth will be delayed, 
and will come solely through care and prudence, not through specu- 
lation. This card when underneath is better for the politicians than 
the money makers—to the former it gives assured success. 

As a Ruler — As a Ruler it is a strong card, overcoming any Evil card 
that may touch it, and giving strength to the good ones. 


Temple of Red Temple of Power 


T T 


Good 





Red on All Sides — This card, when touched on all four sides by Red, 
would denote a bank or money center. 


Good and Yellow — When Yellow rules, it represents a strong man, 
usually wealthy—sometimes married—a good friend and helper— 
honest and upright; very liberal. 


Good and Blue — When Blue rules, he is a financier and his advice is 
valuable—he is a man of good mind and large experience—some- 
times an elderly man. 


Good and Red — When Red rules, he is a great money maker, usually a 
banker, merchant or manufacturer—at all times he is a man of ample 
means, but often difficult to deal with—money-making is his highest 
aim, unless strong, good cards are near. 


Good and Black — When Good Black rules, it denotes a man who has 
had reverses, but will recover from them—an industrious man— 
poor but upright—sometimes it represents simply a father. 
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